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Time of prayer (December 2010)

The year 2010 ends under the gaze of the Holy Family by asking especially the accompaniment of the Virgin Mary and Mother Marie-Leonie, Foundress of the Little Sisters of the Holy Family, during the meditation of the joyous mysteries that are prayed on Monday and Saturday.  I present to God the intentions of all the ordained ministers in the Church, country leaders, educators, parents and all those who recommend themselves to my prayers.  (Personal intentions)

Mother Marie-Leonie, “one of our own, humble amongst the humble” was beatified by Pope John-Paul II, on the occasion of his visit at Montreal, Quebec, September 11, 1984.

“Well understood, the Rosary is a practice that is easy and within everyone’s capacity.  Even those with little religious instruction can pray it.”
Leon XIII, Diuturni, Sept. 5, 1898


The first decade is prayed by meditating on:
The Annunciation


And coming to her, he said, “Hail favored one!  The Lord is with you.”  Luke 1, 28

The Priest by excellence, the unique Priest of the new alliance, O Mary, it is you who begot him.  The other priests become one with him to prolong his presence and his action.  It is again you who begot them.  Pray with us, Mary, to the Master of the harvest!

In his Epistle to the Ephesians, Saint Paul says these words very strongly: “Blessed be the God and Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens, as he chose us in him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and without blemish before him.  In love he destined us for adoption to himself through Jesus Christ, in accord with the favor of his will, for the praise of the glory of his grace that he granted us in the beloved.”  (Ephesians 1, 3-6)

This is profoundly true for each one of us; it was equally true for Mother Leonie!  She was “blessed in the heavens”, “chosen before the world began” and “predestined” to be the beloved daughter of the Father as well as his instrument in giving the Church a new religious family, that of the Little Sisters of the Holy Family!  A Mother who was “All Heart”, XII

“In the thousand little annoyances that present themselves, we have to know how to remain calm.  Let us go, then, and throw ourselves at the feet of the Virgin Mary, to tell her of our worries; this good Mother will come to our rescue.”  Mother Marie-Leonie
The Annunciation : I ask for humility in all circumstances.

First decade: 1: Our Father; 10: Hail Mary’s and 1: Glory be to the Father.

 “O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fire of hell, take all souls to heaven, and help especially those most in need of your mercy.”
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The Visitation

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth filled with the Holy Spirit cried out in a loud voice and said, “Most blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb.”  Luke 1, 41-42

The priest is the one who gives a festive air to the Church.  It is he who, as you, O Mary, celebrates the marvels of God.  And it is he who makes of the People of God a singing Church.

The realities here on earth acquire a new depth when we look at them through the eyes of faith.  What, at first view, may seem to be the fruit of coincidence is revealed infinitely richer when we believe: we then discover that God is at work!  It is not by coincidence that life has been given to us, that it unwinds in such and such a manner here below; and it is not by coincidence that it unwinds the way it does!  When we have faith, we understand that we come from God, that we live with God and we are going to God, who awaits us in heaven in order that we may live eternally in his presence.

“To attack or to criticize a priest is to injure the eye of God!  He is the anointed of the Lord.”  Mother Marie-Leonie. 
The Visitation : I ask for fraternal charity.
Second decade: 1: Our Father; 10: Hail Mary’s and 1: Glory be to the Father.

“O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fire of hell, take all souls to heaven, and help especially those most in need of your mercy.”
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The Nativity

The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is messiah and Lord.  Luke 2, 10-11

The priest is the one who, by the humility of the sacrament of baptism, begets to God new children.  Life has been handed over into his hands by God.  Increase, Mary, the number of priests!

Mother Marie-Leonie believed in the Son, who became flesh and our Savior by his Cross, then rose from the dead and is always alive in our midst.  She believed in the Holy Spirit, the gift of the Father and of the Son to make us alive with their life; she believed in the Virgin Mary, Mother of Jesus, who is also ours.  Her faith and hope challenge our faith and hope. A Mother who was “All Heart”, p. 397-398

“To become genuinely poor, we have to start by being attentive to little things.”  Mother Marie-Leonie
The Nativity : I ask for the spirit of poverty.
Third decade: 1: Our Father; 10: Hail Mary’s and 1: Glory be to the Father.
“O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fire of hell, take all souls to heaven, and help especially those most in need of your mercy.”
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The Presentation of Jesus in the temple

When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses, they took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.  Luke 2, 22-23

As we begin the third millennium, we need to rediscover more than ever the Gospel’s fundamental truths which Jesus came to teach us.  Yes we need to rediscover that we have a Father in heaven, a Father who really loves us, who created us out of love, who sustains us here below through his Providence.  A Mother who was “All Heart”, p. 398

“Continue to confide all your anxieties to Saint Joseph and all will go well.”  Mother Marie-Leonie
The Presentation of Jesus in the temple: I ask obedience and the purity of intention in all my actions.
Fourth decade: 1: Our Father, 10: Hail Mary’s and 1: Glory be to the Father.
“O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fire of hell, take all souls to heaven, and help especially those most in need of your mercy.”
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The Finding in the temple

After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.”  Luke 2, 46


Joseph and Mary searched for Jesus.  They finally found him where they least expected him.

How many daily occasions are presented to me, and to make sense of them, I should be searching for Jesus.  Many times I don’t understand these incidents.  Is it possible to comprehend the plan of Jesus the Redeemer?  With the help of Joseph and Mary it can be done.

“The love of God, true, sincere, strong and generous is inseparable from the love of neighbor; it is like its necessary consequence.”  Mother Marie-Leonie 

It was to more perfectly fulfill this twofold precept that you wanted to couple the love of God, through the practices of religious life, with the love of neighbor, through manual work in all that pertains to domestic care and internal, material service of Seminaries and, in general, of all those houses dear to the Holy Church whose more or less immediate purpose is the formation of the priests she needs to spread the good news of the Gospel.”  A Mother who was “All Heart”, p. 89
The finding of Jesus in the temple: I ask to serve God before all else.
Fifth decade: 1: Our Father; 10: Hail Mary’s and 1: Glory be to the Father 
“O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fire of hell, take all souls to heaven, and help especially those most in need of your mercy.”
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Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I give you my heart and my soul.
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, assist me in my last agony.
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, may I breathe forth my soul in peace with you.  Amen.
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