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Husband Rene Jette1 
Born May 3, 1944 St-Hyacinthe, St-Hyacinthe Cnty., Quebec, Canada2 

Baptized Jul 5, 1944 Cathedrale de St-Hyacinthe, St-Hyacinthe Cnty., Quebec, Canada2 

Died May 18, 2003 Longueuil, Chambly Cnty., Quebec, Canada2 

Buried May 21, 2003 Longueuil, Chambly Cnty., Quebec, Canada2 

Father Donat Joseph Rodolphe Jette (1895-1982) 1 

Mother Cecile Marie Marguerite Lariviere (1908-2001) 1 

Marriage Dec 26, 1974 Notre-Dame-de-Granby, Shefford Cnty., Quebec, Canada1 

Events

1 He worked as a Professor d'Histoire, Demographe et Généalogie about 1970 in Canada.2 

Wife Louise Marie Gertrude Berthe Dion1 
Born Abt 1944  

Baptized   

Died   

Buried   

Father Dollard Dion (Abt 1915-          )

Mother Therese Lacasse (Abt 1920-          )

Children
1 M Francois Xavier Joseph Alexandre Pierre Jette 4 

Born Abt 1975  

Baptized   

Died   

Buried   

Spouse   

2 F Marie Catherine Veronique Caroline Virginie Jette 1 

Born Abt 1976  

Baptized   

Died   

Buried   

Spouse   

General Notes: Husband - Rene Jette
Dr. René Jetté was born in 1944 at Saint-Hyacinthe (Québec). He is an historian (M. A., 1970), a demograph (Ph. D.,
1980) and a genealogist. He has taught History at the Collège d'Éducation Générale et Professionnelle (CéGEP) de
Saint-Hyacinthe from 1967 to 1999. He also has been a part-time researcher with the Programme de recherche en
démographie historique (P.R.D.H.) at the Université de Montréal, and with the Institut Interuniversitaire de Recherches sur
les Populations (IREP) at the Université du Québec at Chicoutimi.  Dr.. Jetté has been a practicing genealogist for more
than 40 years. He has published a dozen marriage repertories including Benoit Pontbriand, Sillery, 1968-1970, the
Dictionnaire généalogique des familles du Québec des origines à 1730 (Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal, 1983,
1176 pages), the Répertoire des noms de famille du Québec des origines à 1825 with Micheline Lécuyer (Institut
généalogique J. L., Montréal, 1988, 201 pages), and a Traité de généalogie (Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal,
1991, 720 pages).
 
For his significant contributions to genealogical research, the American-French Genealogical Society is pleased to
present the 2003 AFGS Award for Special Achievement in Genealogical Research to Dr. René Jetté, and include him as a
member of the AFGS French-Canadian Hall of Fame, Class of 2003.
 
Below is an e-mail AFGS received from Dr. Jetté concerning his award. Dr. Jetté is very ill.
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General Notes: Husband - Rene Jette (cont.)
Sent: Thursday, April 24, 2003 2:39 PM Subject: (sans sujet)   To all the members of the American-French Genealogical
Society.  I received this morning the charming memento of the award your Society has sent to me, following the April 12,
2003 celebration. Moreover, I find very useful the celebration booklet, which gives me a good idea of the AFGS's
accomplishments in 25 years.  I thank you very much for your appreciating my genealogical work. May it serve at least
another 25 years, at least as a complementary source to the many other works which were, are and will be published on
paper, CD-Rom, etc, in the years to come.  My health is at a lost, by this award from a French-Canadian genealogical
society from the U. S. A. illuminates my last times on this planet.  Sincerely yours,  René Jetté
 
We regret to inform you that René Jetté, genealogist, historian and demographgénéalogiste, historien and well known
emographer passed away on May 18, 2003. René was one of those exceptional men. With his passing away, a part of
French genealogy in North America, not just Quebec and Canada, has left us. Let us take a few minutes to remember him
particularly for those persons who worked in French genealogy in the USA, immigration through Canada and those
French who came to Quebec.One simply could not work in the field without at least hearing of René Jetté's works or of the
man himself.
 
Regretfully, Jacques de Guise Madrid, Spain.
Received as an email May 26, 2003
Jacques L'Heureux <http://www.happyones.com/genealogy/index.html>
 
French-Canadian genealogists lost one of the giants of high-quality genealogy scholarship last week. John P. DuLong
sent the following notice:
 
Dear Mr. Eastman,
I thought that I would pass on to you word of the death of René Jetté, Québec's leading genealogist. He died yesterday
morning, Sunday 18 May 2003, after a long battle with cancer.
 
René published numerous books and articles on French Canadian genealogy. His most popular work was his
Dictionaire généalogique des familles du Québec (1983), which was the result of his collaboration with the Programme
de recherche en démographie historique at the University of Montréal. It is a comprehensive genealogical dictionary of the
entire population of Québec from the founding of the colony until 1730. It is a key resource used by thousands of French
Canadian researchers.
 
His most important work remains his masterful Traité de généalogie (1991). In this work, using French genealogical
examples, he builds a systematic approach to understanding genealogy research and theory. For a review of this work
please see <http://habitant.org/Treatise.htm>.
 
Gail F. Moreau-DesHarnais, Roland-Yves Gagné, Fr. Joseph Dubé, and I had the honor of working with René on two
projects, the Baillon and Le Neuf research projects, which both led to the publication of articles documenting royal
gateways for French Canadians. The Baillon project also resulted in the publication of the Table d'ascendance de
Catherine Baillon (12 générations) (2001).
 
René also contributed to Medieval Genealogy with his article on Agatha, the wife of Edward the Exile, published in the
New England Historical and Genealogical Register (1996) in which he proposed a Slavic solution to the problem of her
origins.
René could also have fun with genealogy. With Gail F. Moreau-DesHarnais, he researched and published the ancestry of
the pop singer Madonna in Michigan's Habitant Heritage (1994).
 
My friends and I will miss René. He was a wonderfully sharing man, eager to help others, and always willing to consider
new ideas and approaches. His contributions to genealogy will not soon be forgotten among French Canadians. We will
always be left wondering what other contributions to genealogy René would have made if he had lived longer.
 
Regards,
John P. DuLong, Ph.D.
 
I used René Jetté's publications many times in my own genealogy research. I never met him, although I did sit in the
audience once and listened to him speak. Even though I did not know him personally, I feel a great loss. I suspect that
many other French-Canadian genealogists feel the same.
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     1.  Email from Roch Pouliot (rochpouliot@hotmail.com), Email from Roch Pouliot (rochpouliot@hotmail.com), "Traite de Généalogie" -
Book written by Genealogist , R e n é Jetté. .... Website:  http://www.catherinedebaillon.com/pafg1117.htm, Website:
http://www.catherinedebaillon.com/pafg1117.htm.

     2.  Website:  http://www.catherinedebaillon.com/pafg1117.htm, Website:  http://www.catherinedebaillon.com/pafg1117.htm.

     3.  Email from Roch Pouliot (rochpouliot@hotmail.com), Email from Roch Pouliot (rochpouliot@hotmail.com). .... Email from Roch Pouliot
(rochpouliot@hotmail.com), Email from Roch Pouliot (rochpouliot@hotmail.com), "Traite de Généalogie" - Book written by Genealogist , R e n
é Jetté.

     4.  Email from Roch Pouliot (rochpouliot@hotmail.com), Email from Roch Pouliot (rochpouliot@hotmail.com), "Traite de Généalogie" -
Book written by Genealogist , R e n é Jetté.


