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Husband Bishop George Albert Guertin1 
Born Feb 17, 1869 Nashua, Hillsborough Cnty., New Hampshire

Baptized   

Died Aug 6, 1931 Morristown, Morris Cnty., New Jersey2 

Buried Aug 11, 1931 Cathedral of Manchester, New Hampshire2 

Father Georges Guertin (1846-1902) 3 Mother Louise Lefebvre (Abt 1850-          ) 3 

Wife  
Born   

Baptized   

Died   

Buried   

Children

General Notes: Husband - 
George Albert Guertin entered religious life, becoming Bishop Guertin.  Bishop Guertin was the third Bishop of
Manchester.  He was born 17 Feb., 1869, in Nashua, New Hampshire, was educated in the parochial schools of his
native city, after which he went to St. Charles College, Sherbrooke, Province of Québec, and St. Hyacinthe College,
Province of Québec, to pursue his classical studies. He then entered St. John's Seminary, Brighton, Massachusetts, and
was the first graduate of that institution who became a bishop. He was ordained on 17 Dec., 1892. Having displayed zeal
and ability in parochial work, he was appointed third Bishop of Manchester, 2 Jan., 1907, and consecrated 19 March,
1907. Under his guidance the diocese continued to grow steadily and healthily.
 
This name, of remote French origin, was borne by one of the pioneers of lower Canada, and is traced as far back as
1635 to one Louis Guertin, of Daumeray, France, married to Georgette LeDuc, whose son, Louis emigrated to Canada,
and was married at Montreal, January 26, 1659, to Elisabeth LeCamus, daughter of Dr. Pierre LeCamus and Jeanne
Charles, of Paris, France.  This Louis Guertin was the founder of the Guertin family in America.
 
One of the descendants, Toussaint Guertin, was married to Adelaide Dupont, at St. Antoine de Chambly, of which place
both were natives.  They settled on a farm at St. Jude, county of St. Hyacinthe, and eleven children were born of that
union.
 
George Guertin, son of Toussaint Guertin was born at St. Jude, and served an apprenticeship at St. Hyacinthe at the
trade of harness maker.  He married Louise Lefebvre, daughter of Francois Lefebvre, of St. Hugues, Province of Quebec.
In 1864 he came to the United States, and establishing himself in business as a harness maker in Nashua, New
Hampshire, he acquired through his industrious habits a comfortable prosperity.  Ten children were born of that
marriage.  George Guertin was a man of keen intelligence, took a deep interest in Republican institutions, became a
naturalized American citizen, and served with marked ability on the Nasuha board of aldermen.  His death occurred in
that city in 1902.
 
Bishop George Albert Guertin, of New Hampshire, son of George and Louise (Lefebvre) Guertin, was born in Nashua,
New Hampshire, February 17, 1869.  He acquired his early education in the public and parochial schools of Nashua,
after which he went to Sherbrooke, Province of Quebec, entering St. Charles College as a student, and here took the full
commercial course and a part of the classical course.  Then going to St. Hyacinthe College, at St. Hyacinthe, Province of
Quebec, he completed his classical studies.  He then entered St. John's Seminary at Brighton, Massachusetts, where he
took his theological course.
 
Bishop Guertin was ordained to the holy priesthood by the Rt. Rev. Denis M. Bradley, December 17, 1892, in St. Louis de
Gonzague Church in Nashua, New Hampshire, being the first in that parish to be ordained in the church of his native city.
This event was looked forward to with so much interest by the people who had long admired the young student that on
that memorable day the edifice was filled to its utmost capacity.  On several solemn occasions he was called upon to
preach the word of God in the temple, where as a boy he had worshipped.  On such occasions the church would be
thronged with the congregation who took such legitimate pride in this Nashua boy, and whose eloquent words they were
so eager to hear.  With great interest they followed his career, feeling confident that this gifted priest was destined to do
some great work in the vineyard of the Lord.
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His initial assignment was that of assistant to the Rev. J. A. Chevalier, P.R., of St. Augustine's Church, Manchester, in
which capacity he served four years and three months.  The zeal displayed by the newly ordained priest in the discharge
of his duties, his fervor for the things of God, his ready sympathy for every sorrow, soon won him the affection of the
whole community.  It was not long before his talent as a preacher was recognized by the worshippers at St. Augustine.
But the first opportunity afforded the public of Manchester to hear the young speaker was at the celebration of the semi-
centennial of the Queen City, where in an eloquent address to the school children assembled on the Straw grounds he
gave proofs of his great ability as an orator.  It was with heartfelt sorrow that the people of St. Augustine's parish heard of
Father Guertin's assignment to the Sacred Heart Church at Lebanon, New Hampshire, of which the Rev. Martin Egan
was then pastor.  Here he remained three years and seven months, endearing himself to the members of his church,
among whom he labored unceasingly.
 
It was during Father Guertin's stay at Lebanon that Bishop Bradley first conceived the plan of having missions preached
throughout the state, to which non-Catholics would be invited.  His choice fell on the curate of Lebanon as the one best
fitted to conduct these missions.  But Bishop Bradley was forced to give up this cherished plan by a vacancy that
occurred in East Manchester, and thither was Father Guertin sent October 7, 1900, to take charge of St. Anthony's parish,
which had been founded in 1899 by the Rev. D. C. Ling.  At the time Father Guertin was appointed pastor, a debt had
been incurred by the erection of a chapel, which was not yet finished.  It soon became apparent that it was too small for
the fast growing parish, and Father Guertin, realizing this, bought land and moved the church.  An addition was built and
the building completed.  He then opened a school in the basement, which accommodates two hundred and fifty children,
under the supervision of four sisters of the Holy Cross and two lay teachers.  A parsonage was built on the land
adjoining the church, into which he moved, three houses were purchased, one used as a home for the Sisters, and the
other two are rented and net a good income to the parish.  Notwithstanding all these expenses, the debt was reduced to
eleven thousand dollars, and the property owned by the church is valued at forty-five thousand dollars.
 
Although the labors of Father Guertin were both arduous and incessant, he always preserved a cheerful spirit, being
confident of his future reward, and he not only endeared himself to the Catholic population, but is also held in the highest
estimation by his neighbors and fellow-citizens irrespective of creed or nationality.  He is especially noted for his
bountiful hospitality and attractive social qualities, and his ability as a Christian worker is of inestimable value to the
general community.
 
The first news that the Sacred Congregation of the Propaganda had recommended Father Guertin to the Holy Father,
Pope Pius X, as third bishop of Manchester, was received through the Associated Press.  A dispatch from Rome to that
effect was published December 17, 1906, just fourteen years to a day after his ordination to the priesthood.  The Papal
Brief was received from Rome by Mgr. Falconio, Apostolic delegate at Washington, who delivered it to Bishop Guertin
February 7, and on February 12 the bishop-elect took charge of the diocese of Manchester.
 
There was great rejoicing among the French-Canadians all over the country, when the glad news was confirmed, that
one of their own had been elevated to the dignity of Prince of the Church, he being the first French-Canadian in the United
States to be so honored.  But it was a joy tinged with sorrow for the little flock at St. Anthony's parish when they realized
that the close ties uniting pastor and people would be severed.  On March 10 the bishop-elect bade farewell to his
beloved people of St. Anthony's.  From all the parishes of Manchester as well as from the neighboring town, people
flocked to the little chapel in East Manchester, all anxious to be present at this touching scene between pastor and
faithful.    An incident worthy of note was the presence of Bishop-elect Guertin at St. Louis de Gonzague Church, Nashua
New Hampshire, a few days before his consecration.  On that evening of March 15th, the Episcopal ring, Episcopal
robes, and a purse were presented him at a testimonial from the people of his native city.  Those fortunate enough to
gain admission to the crowded church will never forget the young bishop's eloquent words as they welled up from his
heart to the lips in grateful tribute to the aged pastor, the Rev. J. B. H. V. Milette, who had been his spiritual adviser, to the
father and mother who were no more, to the relatives and friends who came to do him honor.
 
The Rt. Rev. George Albert Guertin was consecrated third bishop of the diocese of Manchester on Tuesday morning,
March 19, 1907, at St. Joseph's Cathedral, by the Most Rev. Diomede Falconio, archbishop of Larisa and apostolic
delegate.  The day for this august event was happily chosen, being on the Roman Catholic calendar, that of St. Joseph,
the patron saint of the cathedral, and the Catholic Church in the United States.  The ceremony was witnessed by an
assemblage that filled the cathedral, and included the state and city officials, leading men of the city, representatives of
the various parishes of the diocese and of the various orders having a chaplain.  Clergy from all parts of New England
and Canadian provinces, archbishops and bishops, monsignori and vicars-general, pastors and curates, filled the
sanctuary and the portion of the church set apart for them.  Representatives of the various religious orders of the state
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and the city, and from all New England were there as delegates from their respective houses.  The great ecclesiastical
ceremony, one of the most impressive in the ritual of the Catholic Church in this country, was attended with all the
solemn splendor befitting the occasion.  The highest dignitaries of the church in New England and Canada wearing their
robes of purple, significant of their special rank, added splendor to the occasion.  Perhaps the most striking figure
among the clergy was the Most Rev. John J. Williams, archbishop of Boston and dean of the New England hierarchy,
who has officiated at the consecration of every bishop of the Manchester diocese.  Archbishop Williams, despite his
advanced age, having passed more than four score, was still active in the performance of his duties.
 
Bishop Guertin was possessed of those qualities that make and retain friendships among both priests and layman,
whether Catholic or Protestant, and the rejoicing of the French-Canadians over his elevation to the position he so ably
filled was generally shared by the citizens wherever he was known.  His kindness of heart, his keen intelligence and his
capacity as a leader were at once impressive upon those who met him, and his genial manners, coupled with the dignity
of bearing fitting his position, formed a most happy combination that endeared him at once to the visitor.  Though he had
but just begun the duties of a position which it was hoped he would long fill, until further promoted in his holy work, he
readily proceeded with his labors, without hesitancy or error and was destined to wield a great influence in his church
and among the evangelizing influences of the nation.
 
Bishop Guertin's final years of episcopacy coincided with the stock market crash of October 29, 1929, which marked the
beginning of the most severe economic depression in American history.  It was during these difficult times that the
troubled life of Bishop Guertin came to an end.  Signs of physical deterioration seem to have shown themselves as early
as 1925.  This physical deterioration, as in the case of some illnesses, appears to have been accompanied by gradually
advancing psychiatric difficulties.
 
In 1931, Bishop Guertin's condition worsened to the point that his physician sent him to a psychiatric clinic in Morristown,
New Jersey, where he died at 3:35 A.M. on Thursday, August 6, 1931, away from home and with only one New
Hampshire person with him, the vicar general, Monsignor Jeremiah S. Buckley.  Bishop Guertin was sixty-two.  His death
certificate cites as causes of death pulmonary tuberculosis, diabetes and arteriosclerosis.  His funeral took place in the
cathedral in Manchester with solemn ceremonies on August 11, and he was buried in the crypt with his two
predecessors.
 
Misfortune followed Bishop Guertin to the end.  He was sealed into his crypt below the main altar of St. Joseph Cathedral
wearing his valuable ceremonial Episcopal ring rather than a simple one, as had been intended by the then vicar
general.
 
At some period between the final illness of Bishop Guertin and the installation of Bishop Peterson, or perhaps before or
shortly thereafter, the archives of the former were "sanitized."  That is, much of the information concerning Bishop
Guertin's years as ordinary was destroyed.  For example: All the correspondence between the diocese on the one hand
and the apostolic delegate (or the Holy See) on the other before 1933 was removed from the archives.  The same was
true for other crucial files.  The information they contained remains unknown.
 
Contributed by Richard L. Fortin
American-Canadian Genealogical Society member
 Manchester, New Hampshire
 
February 5, 2010 - Contributed by Jacqueline Pare Hamilton:
Finally have acquired copy of a book written by my good friend, Monsignor Paradis ~ UPON THIS GRANITE,
Catholicism in New Hampshire 1647 - 1997; pub. 1998.
 
Fascinating reading. Full of intrigue. I started to read a section on Bishop Guertin this morning and had a hard time
putting it down. I found a reference to Bishop Louis Zepherin Moreau of Quebec that inadvertently is tied to Guertin's
years as Bishop of Manchester.
 
Portland had jurisdiction over NH from 1875 to 1884. Interference from Quebec was huge due to the Canadian emigrés.
 
1884 - Denis Bradley was bishop. Moreau "had the effrontery" to interfere by having Rome anoint Fr. Pierre Hevey, pastor
of St.Marie as a Monsignor without knowledge or consent of Bradley. This was done in order to later build and set up
St.Marie as the cathedral for the first French Canadian bishop upon the death of Bradley. (The reason St.Marie is so
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large and exquisitely ornate!) Hevey sent an "insidious" letter to French Canadian priests of NH detailing the plans for
the NH church to name a french bishop in succession - which letter fell into the hands of Bradley.
 
Thus, Hevey became the very first Monsignor of NH; upon Bradley's death, Delany preceded Guertin by ~2 yrs; the plans
succeeded to name Guertin 3rd NH Bishop in 1907; BUT St.Joseph remained the diocesan Cathedral!
 
As we've read in his bio: Guertin reigned long in NH -- 24+ years, but they were disheartening and tumultuous years for
him, the Church and Catholicism, NH, the nation and the world. They were years of war, stress and depression when he
encountered these many problems that were of concern to the Church and that all contributed to his latter years'
psychiatric difficulties ~~~
 
Immigration and Emigration
Dissension among his Priests
Establishing Catholic Schools
World War I
Spanish Influenza ** (read Fr.Wil's very interesting note on this)
Americanization -- an explosive issue (same problems faced today with English vs. national languages)
Prohibition
Women's Suffrage
Child Labor
Labor Strikes of 1922 in all the Amoskeag Mills
French-Irish Strife
Separation of the Polish community
Anti-Catholicism
Ku Klux Klan in NH, VT & RI
Presidential elections of 1928
Stock Market Crash of 1929
A "Run" on the Amoskeag Savings Bank
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